Che Christian wevrald. 





























Vou. VIII. SaTurDAY, June 2, 1821. No. II. 
fAiscellany. 


THE CAMBRIAN WANDERER. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Sir—The following anecdote is extracted from an address delivered before the 
London Missionary Society, by the Rev. J. A. James. It may have been published 
in your work before, but if it has, its interest will lose nothing by a new insertion, 
separate from the other part of the addyess, and by giving it a place now, you will 
greatly oblige A FRIEND To Missions.* 


TRAVELLING in North Wales about four years ago, in this most excellent 
cause, with a gentleman of the Principality, he sudddenly arrested my 
course to relate a circumstance, which had taken place in that vicinity. 

One morning, said he, four children went out to gather wild berries on 
the mountains : towards noon three of them returned to the village, but 
the fourth was missing. ‘The agonized parents immediately proceeded 
in search offthe little wanderer, but he was not to be found. They then 
applied, iggtheir distress, to me. As the best expedient which suggested 
itself at the moment, I ordered the village bell tu be rung, and called the 
inhabitants together. Being assembled, I briefly stated the circumstance 
ofthe lost child. Eighty persons immediately volunteered their services 
to goin quest of the babe. ‘They were so arranged in different parties as 
to search the whole of the mountains and valleys in their different routes ; 
they met at dusk; but no traces of the little wanderer had been found. 
They assembled again the next morning, and renewed their search, but 
still to no purpose ; for on meeting again in the evening we heard the 
melancholy tidings that the dear babe had not been discovered. I ex- 
horted to perseverance; and the next morning they again proceeded on 
their search, and after several hours had elapsed, the child was found, fast 
asleep in that gulley, (said my friend, pointing to the spot,) down which 
a mountain torrent rolls in winter, but which is dry in summer. He was 
brought back in triumph to his parents, who received him with delirious 
joy, and the whole village was glad as at the tidings of a victory. 

Now, we should all despise the marble-hearted monsters who would say, 
What! all this concern about a child of four years old? But every pa- 
rent’s heart, and every feeling heart, will justify their solicitude, and sym- 
pathize in their sorrows and their joys.—Now, then, what ig the object 
of this Society? Has one individual of the human race wandered from 
his father’s house, and strayed on the dark mountains of idolatry and sin, 

* The anecdote which our highly esteemed correspondent has sent us, has, as he 
apprehends, found a place in our pages before, among the speeches delivered at the 
Anniversary of the London Missionary Society in May, 1820; but as many of our 
present subscribers may not have seen it, and as its interest will lose little by being read 
a second or third time, we presume we shall, in thisinstance, be excused, if we com- 
ply with the request. 
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where he is in danger of being eternally Jost ? And are we assembled 
this morning from almost all parts of the kingdom, all denominations of 
religion, and the four quarters of the globe, to send out messengers to ex- 
plore every mountain, and every wood, and every valley, to find this sin- 
gle wanderer and bring him back to God? Surely every heart that is im- 
pressed with the v alue of the soul would go with us in this work ; and there 
is not an angel in glory who would not say it was an object worthy of our 
exertions. But it is not the loss of one soul, nor a village of lost souls, nor 
a city of lost souls, nor a country of lost souls, but a world of lost souls, 
whose wretched, ruined state, we are assembled to commiserate and re- 
lieve !—H ad this little Cambrian perished upon the mountain top, it would 
have been tohim the mount of ascensien for his youthful spirit to the 
realms of immortality—and instead of returning to the village of his pa- 
rents,he would have been borne on angels’ wings to the City of God; but 
the souls that die in sin are lost for ever to heaven, to happiness and hope ! ! 
—W hat a motive to exertion in relation to our object !—Where isthe man 
that can lay his hand upon his heart, and say, before the omniscient God, 
that he has done all he could do and all he ‘should do in the great cause : ? 
What we have seen and heard of religious zeal,,as yet, is but the twilight 
of the Missionary Society; not the twilight of the evening, which is soon 
to be followed by the shades of night, but the twilight of the morning, 
which is to shine brighter and brighter till the perfect day. 





INTERESTING FACT. s 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. > 


Sirn—The following anecdote was rélated by the Rev. Dr. M‘ 





» (who knew 
the fact,) ina social meeting for prayer. 1 hope you will consider it sufficiently in- 
teresting to insert in the Christian Herald, and oblige, 

A SUBSCRIBER. 


A gentleman residing in the western part of this state, a few years 
since, had sent two of his daughters to Litchfield for an education. While 
they were there God was pleased to bless the place with a revival of re- 
ligion. ‘The news of it reached the ears of their father. He was much 
troubled for his daughters; apprehensive (to use his own words) that 
their minds would be affected, and they be frightened into religion. 

He had been informed that the Spirit of God was striving with them, 
and that they were inquiring, with the deepest solicitude, the way of 
eternal life. 

Alive (as he thought) to their happiness, and determined to allay 
their fears and quiet their distresses, he sent a friend to Litchfield with 
positive orders to bring them immediately home, that they might not be 
lost to all happiness and hope, and. consigned to gloom and despon- 
dency. 

The messenger departed on this errand of their father’s love. He 
arrived—but was too late. God had baptised them both with his Spirit 
and adopted them into his family. They had chosen Christ for their 
portion, and had resolved that whatever others might do, they would 
serve the Lord. They looked at both sides of the*great question—they 
looked at the world and the pleasures of the world, and they looked to 
God and the glories of immortality, and with an eye full fixed on heaven, 
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they determined to live for eternity. They saw their chief happiness to 
consist in loving and serving God. ‘They discovered that “ Religion 
never was designed to make their pleasures less”—that it commends and 
approves every rational enjoyment which the world can afford, and 
adds others of a higher and more exalted nature, which the world can- 
not give, which the world cannot take away. 

They returned to their father’s—not overwhelmed (as he expected) 
with gloom and despondency, but with hearts glowing with gratitude to 
God, and countenances beaming with a heavenly serenity and celestial 
hope. Indeed they rejoiced in the Lord. 

They told their father what the Lord had done for their souls—that 
they were pilgrims here—they kept in view the briglit fields of promise 
as they traversed this desert of sin, and were looking for that city which 
hath foundations. 

Soon after their return home they were anxious to establish family 
worship. They affectionately requested their father to commence that 
duty. He replied, that he saw no use in it. He had lived very well 
more than fifty years without prayer, and he could not be burthened with 
itnow. They then asked permission to pray with the family them- 
selves. Not thinking they would have confidence to do it, he assented to 
the proposition. 

The duties of the day being ended, and the hour for retiring to rest 
having arrived, the sisters drew forward the stand, placed on it the 
Bible—one read a chapter—they both kneeled—the other engaged in 
prayer. ‘The father stood—and while the humble fervent prayer of his 
daughter was,ascending on devotion’s wing to Heaven, his knees began 
to tremble ; his nerves which had been gathering strength for half a cen- 
tury could no longer support him—he also kneeled, and then became 
prostrate on the floor. God heard their prayer, and directed their fa- 
ther’s weeping eyes (which had never shed tears of penitence before) to 
the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world. 

Happy family—a believing father—and believing children ! whose 
God is the Lorp! 


MAHOMMEDAN HISTORY OF DAVID. 


Mr. Rosinson, the Baptist Missionary at Batavia, has lately communicated to 
the English Baptist Society most interesting intelligence, and several translations 
from curious Mahommedan books. He says, ** Mahommedanism is, I believe, Sa- 
tan’s strongest fort, and our post seems to be on the most impregnable side of that 
fort.” This station is important, not merely on account of its numerous resident po- 
pulation, but as maintaining commercial intercourse with the whole of Eastern Asia. 

The following extract will give our readers some idea of the curious oriental pro- 
ductions, translated by Mr. Robinson. 


One day the children of Israel came to David, to request him to show 
them how the judgment will be conducted on ‘the day of resurrection. 
David said, “ Very good! come to me at some festival, and I will show 
you.” About this time a very difficult cause was brought before David. 
A woman was accused of stealing an ox, and killing it for food. The 
woman pleaded, that she was ready to die with hunger, and that the ox 
came to her of his own accord, and said, “ Kill me, and eat me, for I 
shall make excellent food for you.” David seemed satisfied with this 
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apology ; but the owner of the ox was not; and he strenuously demand- 
ed justice. At this time Gabriel appeared to David, and said : “ Com- 
mand all the children of Israel to assemble to-morrow on the plain, that 
they may see a specimen of the judgment, which will take place at the 
day of resurrection.” Accordingly the people assembled on the next 
day, when David ascended a pulpit, and the woman, with the owner of 
the ox, were brought before him. In the first place David read a verse 
from one of his Psalms, which produced universal silence ; all listening 
to his voice. He then addressed the owner of the ox, saying, “‘ Do you 
remember, that on the day you left Sham* for Mesir,+ you entered into 
the service of a chief, who was travelling with five hundred loaded ca- 
mels, and that you drove the camels into a plain, where you murdered 
their owner, and buried him in the sand; and that you proceeded into 
Mesir with the camels and merchandise, where you remained forty days, 

and afterwards returned to Sham, and told the children of Israel, that 
the property which you brought with you was all your own? Thus 
you made yourself a great man in the earth; and your riches have con- 
tinued to increase until this day. Now the man whom you murdered 
was the husband of this woman, and the father of her two children.” 
When the owner of the ox heard this speech, he denied the charge, say- 
ing, “ I never murdered a man in my whole life, nor did I ever take any 
one’s property.” His hands immediately cried out, “ O prophet of 
God ! on that day we cut the man’s throat ;” and his feet said, “ O pro- 
phet of God! we buried him in the sand.” Thus his limbs bare testi- 
mony against him, and his mouth could say nothing more in his defence. 

In this manner will God judge men in the day ‘of resurrection, when 
their mouths will be shut, and their hands and their feet testify concern- 
ing their deeds. David then ordered the robber’ s head to be struck off, 

and stuck upon a pole, and all hig property to be given to the woman 
whose husband he had murdered. 


Hints for the General Union of Christians for Prayer, for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In the present day, a day which, for obvious reasons, may be called a 
day of trouble, of rebuke and of blasphemy ; and yet a day which, from 
the advance of true religion, shines with many a ray of bright hope and 
earnest expectation ;—in such a day, in which hope and fear thus alter- 
nately prevail, one great question ought to occupy the mind—How to 
overcome the evil, and to extend the good ; how to confound the works 
of Satan, and to enlarge and establish the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. | 

Many are the attempts now making for this purpose. Societies are 
in active operation to suppress vice, to reform our prisons, to afford a 
refuge for the destitute—to provide an asylum for the penitent—to edu- | 
cate the young—to circulate the Holy Scriptures—to evangelize the hea- 
then—and to promote Christianity among the Jews. Each of these 
institutions has its peculiar excellence, but they are all limited in their 
object and in their effect. Noone great and extensive plan has yet been 
adopted, which may, at the same time, effectually benefit ourselves, our 
families, our country, and the world at large. 

* Syria. t Egypt. 
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The aim of this paper is humbly to suggest such a plan, not to dis- 
parage other benevolent attempts, but to give life, and vigour, and energy 
tothem all. The plan is this:—To UNITE ALL SINCERE CHRISTIANS IN 
EARNEST PRAYER FOR THE GENERAL OUTPOURING OF THE Hoty Spirit. 
This will meet the full extent both of our wants and of our desires. 

The limits of this paper require brevity ; but if the Scriptures are ex- 
amined, the following truths will be clearly seen; viz. ‘That no human 
effort is of itself sufficient to change the heart of man, or to build the spi- 
ritual temple of the Lord. God employs men as instruments, but he is 
himself the great agent. Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but God 
only giveth the increase. Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of Hosts. 

That the Holy Spirit, as the Spirit Jehovah, the third person of the 
ever blessed Trinity, is infinite in power ; that with him nothing is im- 
possible ; all hearts are open to him, and all creatures subject to his will. 
That, exclusively of his almighty power as God, in the economy of our 
salvation, he has undertaken offices which are fully sufficient to secure 
the most extensive blessings. He convinces the world of sin, of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment. He takes away the stony heart, and gives an 
heart of flesh. He assists in prayer, and acts as a teacher and remem- 
brancer. He guides into all truth. He glorifies the Lord Jesus, and 
sheds abroad the love of God in the heart. He also has a boundless 
treasury of every requisite to accomplish his purposes ; for he receives 
of the things that are Christ’s, and shows them to his people ; and in the 
Lord Jesus we know are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge. “ In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” The 
Holy Spirit, therefore, has only to exercise his office, to pour out gifts and 
graces from the inexhaustible fulness of Christ, and what man by all his 
efforts can never attain, the Eternal Spirit can immediately accomplish. 
The same power which, on the day of Pentecost, effected the conversion 
of three thousand unbelieving Jews under one discourse, can convince 
the most prejudiced, and change the hearts of the most obdurate of the 
present day. When he makes bare his arm, the mountains will flow 
down at his presence, nations will be born at once, and the kingdoms of 
this world become the kingdoms of God and of his Christ. 

Whilst the sacred Scriptures thus acquaint us with the power of the 
Holy Spirit to effect these great objects, they afford us every reason to 
expect this aid whenever general prayer is made for its exercise. The 
prophecies clearly show that days of great blessedness are before us, and 
that these days will be preceded or accompanied by a very large effusion 
of the Holy Spirit. The prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Joel, plainly 
predict this effusion, while Ezekiel confirms these predictions by the 
most striking emblems. Who can read the remarkable vision of the val- 
ley full of dry bones, and the interpretation given of that vision, without 
being convinced that the Holy Spirit will yet exercise his office in a very 
remarkable manner? So powerfully, that those who are now as a multi- 
tude of dry bones, shall stand up as a great army of true believers. The 
divine oracles at the same time assure us, that it is in answer to prayer 
that this blessing will be bestowed. It was not till the prophet had said, 
“ Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain 
that they may live,” that the life-giving Spirit came. In another pro- 





i 
, 
Pa} 
val 
hr 
i 
e 
q al 
’ 
{ 


bes 
* 





a 
~ 


38 Union for Prayer. 


phecy, also, after promises of great mercies, it is added, “1 will yet for 
this be inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them.” Such is the 
connexion between the gift and prayer for its bestowment. So much is 
this the order in which the Lord grants his mercies, that he has promised 
not only to pour out a spirit of prayer and supplication upon his people, 
but to lead them to excite one another to this exercise; for thus it is 


written, “ The inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, let us . 


go speedily to pray before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of Hosts; 1 
will go also.” And when prayer is offered, God declares, “ Before they 
call, I will answer, and whiles they are yet speaking I will hear.” 

Without, therefore, entering into the question as to the exact period of 
these glorious times, we have every reason to believe that whenever 
prayer is generally made for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, this un- 
speakable blessing will be afforded. 

Could we find any instance in which the Lord has refused to hear the 
prayers of his people, even when praying solely for their own deliver- 
ance, we might be discouraged ; but wlren he has from the beginning 
heard their cry, and saved them, we may rest assured, he will answer 
our petitions. That which is now desired, is for his own glory, for the 
attainment of that object for which the Lord Jesus shed his precious 
blood! For at what time will he see the travail of his soul and be satis- 
fied? Is it not when the Holy Spirit, taking his great power, and exer- 
cising his mighty energy, shall so bless the earth, that multitudes of every 
nation, tribe, and tongue, shall bow to the name of Jesus, and confess 
that he is Lord to the glory of God the Father ? 

The earnest supplications, therefore, of every sincere Christian, for 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit ; and his unwearied efforts, by the di- 
vine blessing, to excite a similar earnestness in others, are particularly 
desired. For the readier attainment of this object, the following hints 
are respectfully offered. 

I. That all Ministers should seek a deeper and more abiding convic- 
tion of their own personal need of the divine influences of the Holy Spirit, 
both for their own growth in grace, and for success in all parts of their 
ministerial labours ; that, under this conviction, they may be led to more 
earnest secret prayer for this blessing. 

Il. That they should, like Daniel and his companions, unite with their 
brethren as opportunities offer, in private social prayer for the general out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. 

Ilf. That they should preach upon the various offices of the Holy 
Spirit, that their congregations may be more practically acquainted with 
his important work in our salvation. 

IV. That in their general discourses, they should more habitually ho- 
nour the Holy Spirit, by entreating his divine aid, and ascribing their suc- 
cess to him. 

V. That in large towns a weekly lecture should be set apart for the 
above purposes. 

VI. That in the prayer-meetings which are now held by different de- 
nominations of Christians, special prayer ' should be made for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. 

VII. That all Christians should be invited to set apart indiv iduully an 
hour, from seven till eight o’clock, on the Sabbath morning, for private 
prayer and meditation on this subject ; their prayer may include the out- 
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pouring of the Holy Spirit upon themselves, their family, their ministers, 
their congregations, their country—all ministers of true religion, all so- 
cieties formed for doing good, the heathen and the Jews. 

VIII. That all heads of families on Monday evening should entreat 
the same blessing in their family devotions. 

IX. That all Christians should read the Scriptures with a view to a 
more intimate acquaintance with this subject. 

X. That they should mention it to their religious correspondents at 
home and abroad; each Christian using his utmost ability to make this 
union for paper as extensive as possible. 

XI. That religious periodical publications should be requested to aid 
the design ; and that this paper, if approved, should be reprinted, and 
other tracts written and published. 

XII. That whilst Christians offer their prayers in simple reliance on 
the merits of our Lord Jesus Christ, they should accompany them with 
deep humiliation for their own sins, for the sins of their country, and for 
the sins of the whole church; and aim in their conduct to walk in love 
with all Christians, to be watchful against grieving the Holy Spirit, and 
in all things to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour: remembering 
that it is written, “ The Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that 
JESUS WAS NOT YET GLORIFIED.” 

Several ministers, and many private Christians, have already begun 
to act conformably to these Hints; and it is hoped, as means are now 
using for drawing the attention of Christians in all parts of the world to 
this subject, that, by the divine blessing,’ this union for prayer will, ere 
long, become general. 

Such a union cannot be contemplated without feelings of the most ex- 
alted pleasure and bright expectation. Itis a union in which no party 
spirit is raised, no principles sacrificed, no private feeling hurt, no doubt- 
ful question agitated, no funds required. Itis a union of piety and love ! 
Each Christian may associate in prayer with those of his own more im- 
mediate communion, at the same time he may unite in heart with all 
who are seeking the same object. ‘The poor may assist as well as the 
rich ; the invalid, unfitted for active exertion, may, in this way, aid in 
building the spiritual temple ; whilst those who are at the most remote 
distance may meet together at the hour of prayer. 

[t was among the last petitions of our blessed Lord, that all who be- 
lieve in him MIGHT BE ONE. 

Christian Reader ! let it be your desire to be thus united! Trust sim- 
ply. Pray fervently. Expect largely. Watch soberly. Wait pa- 
tiently. 

“ SureLy I coME QUICKLY: EVEN so, CoME, Lorp JEsus.—AmEN.” 





THE CHRISTIAN AND CIVIC ECONOMY OF LARGE 
TOWNS. 


In our last volume, under the head of City Affairs, we brought un- 
der review the first two chapters of this work, and made copious extracts 
from such parts as we deemed applicable to the wants and circumstan- 
ces of our own city. The third chapter is occupied principally with 
arguments in favour of a church establishment, and the fourth, which 
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we have just received, is upon “ the effect of locality in adding to the 
useful establishments of a town.” 

Dr. Chalmers’ attempt in this fourth chapter, is, to instruct the friends 
of general education, in what appears to him the likeliest mode of equali- 
sing our schools to the necessities of our population. On the subject 
of an increase of the number of Benevolent Societies in a city or large 
town, he reasons thus :— 


There is a direct and arithmetical style of computation, which often fails when 
it is applied to the phenomena, or the principles of human nature. It is thus, for 
example, that many conceive an alarm, lest one benevolent society should suffer 
in its revenues, when another benevolent society is instituted in the same town, and 
among the same people. They calculate by a mere process of subtraction upon 
the money of subscribers ; and they do not calculate on the moral impulse which 
every new scheme of philanthropy is fitted to send into their hearts. They seem 
not aware that the mere habit of liberality, in behalf of one object, renders them 
more accessible to the claims of any new object, than if the habit had not been 
previously called into existence. The truth is, that after all which is given away 
in liberality, there still is left, in the fund for such luxuries as may easily be dis- 
pensed with, and in the fund which goes to the loose and floating expenses of pocket 
money, an ample remainder for meeting fresh and frequent applications. The 
money is, of course, lessened by the amount that has previously been given; but, if 
the habit and disposition of giving be increased, this may secure for an indefinite 
length of time, more than a full compensation. And thus it is, that in starting 
some new enterprise of philanthropy, one may far more surely count on being 
liberally supported, in a town teeming with previous charities, and where the fund 
for benevolence has, therefore, to a certain degree, been impaired, but the feeling of 
benevolence has been strengthened by exercise—than in a town, where, as no en- 
croachment has yet been made upon the means, so no excitement has yet been given 
to the motives of charity. pp. 130, 131. 


In applying this to the matter of adding to the number of churches, 
he says, 

The new church which is opened, will not so operate by a process of subtraction 
upon those who hear in meeting-houses, as it will operate by a process of fermenta- 
tion upon those who hear no where. It will increase the taste and the demand for 
church-going. If rightly followed up, by such local and aggressive operations as 
we have already explained, it will leaven the dead mass, and revive an appetite 
for the ministrations of Christianity, beyond its own power to meet and to gratify. 
The population is greater than, perhaps, with the most rapid process of church- 
building, which can rationally be counted on, will be overtaken in the course of a 
century. And meanwhile, it were no paradox to those who know the amplitude of 
the field that is yet unbroken, and who calculate on the power of a living excite- 
ment sent over the face of it, though, for many years to come, churches and meeting- 
houses were seen to spring up in frequency together, and both the dissenters and the 
establishment gained ground contemporaneously on the vast unoccupied extent that 
yet lies before them. pp. 131, 132. 

Dr. C. apprehends great injury is done to the cause of Christianity, 
by the liberal grants of Government, for building Churches and estab- 
lishing schools, because they sound far more magnificently in the 
public ear, than they will be found adequate to the necessity which 
they are intended to meet. They may be matters of rejoicing to those 
who are friendly to a church establishment, and to those who “ regard 
Christianity as the alone specific for all the distempers of Society ;” but 
they will fall far short, even in their full accomplishment, of effecting 
the intended good. It were well if such a gift for the erection of schools 
and churches were accompanied with a proclamation of its utter insig- 
nificancy, when compared to the whole need of the country. 

Now, we have often been told when urging the importance of an 
increase of Sunday school room, and teachers, that the fund provided 
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vy the Legislature for common schools was fully adequate to the proper 
education of all the children in the state; and that the church room in 
our city is quite sufficient for all its inhabitants.—Indeed a professing 
Christian lately, seriously asked the question “do you think Sunday 
schools have done any good !” It is not our present purpose to answer 
such foolish inquiries, or show the paucity of our establishments for the 
literary, moral and religious instruction of the rising generation ; but to 
observe, that when the rulers of the state, or of the city, or benevolent 
associations, come forward with a partial endowment, which is thinly 
to spread its moral influence over the whole surface of society, unless 
accompanied with a “full demonstration of its inadequacy to the 
object,” will act as a soporific, instead of a stimulus, on individual 
benevolence. On the contrary, should the endowment be immediately 
followed with a full developement of the insufficiency of its amount to the 
object, the energies of many voluntary associations would be excited to 
follow the noble example that had thus been set before them. 


All the friends of universal education will agree in thinking it very desirable that 
an apparatus were raised for providing it. It is quite obvious, that, in none of the 
great towns [in this state,] is thére such an apparatus ; and the question simply is, 
what appears the likely andthe piacticable way of arriving at it? 

We have heard,.that, among the legal and constituted bodies of the place, various 
movements have been made.towards such an object ; but we never heard that more 
than one school was in contemplation for each of the parishes. Such an achiieve- 
ment we are sure would satisfy the great bulk of our practical men, and the signal 
effort that Glasgow had made for the education of ‘her citizens, would be talked of 
and approven, and set the public imagination at rest upon the subject for half a 
century... p. 146. 

It is to be regretted, of our private philanthropists, who are at liberty to begin 
their own work in their own way, that they should not have entered on the clear 
path of comfort and just calculation, and, ultimately, of sure and complete suc- 
cess. The prevailing tendency, hitherto, has been, to attempt great things rather 
than to do small things thoroughly and well ; to set up a mechanism which will 
work for the whole city, rather than reduce the city into manageable parts, and 
seek for the accomplishment that is proposed,.by the mere apposition of these parts 
to each other; to aspire, and that, by the energies of one grand association, after 
some universal result, which never will be reached but by the summing up of the 
separate achievements of many lesser associations. It may look a strange way of 
proposing a universal good, either for a city or for a nation, te bid our active phi- 
lanthropists never admit the town as a whole, or the nation as.a whele, into any of 
their speculations. But we are quite satisfied, that much of thateffort, which would 
else have been productive,.is wasted ; and that, merely because of the insuperable 
magnitude of the object at.which it aims. There are many individuals, whose zeal 
for the good of humanity is now dissipated and lost among vague generalities that 
might be turned to a tenfold more beneficial account, could they only be prevailed 
upon to meddle not with matters that are too high for them—many individuals who 
have worth enough to live for. the good of society, but who have not wisdom enough 
for suiting their exertions to the real mediocrity of their pawers ; and who, accord- 
ingly, come forth upon their enterprise, just as if the whole burden of this world’s 
benevolence lay upon their shoulders. The best thing they can do is, to gather in 
their ambitious fancies, and give themselves, ,instead, to actual and living fulfil- 
ments on the sphere which is immediately around them. The eyes of a fool, says 
Solomon, are towards all the ends of the earth. Wecannot join in the hostility that 
has often been expressed against missionary operations; but certainly there is a 
vague and vagrant philanthropy in our day, which loses much of its energy .in its 
diffusiveness, and which it were far better to fasten, and to concentrate, and to 
confine, within the limits of a small locality. We leave to those more lofty and 
adventurous spirits, whom Providence will certainly call forth, the task of devising 
for the good of the world abroad ; and we-trust that they will never fail to be sup- 
ported in this noble cause, by the liberalities of the people at home. But our ob- 
ject, at present, is, to guide to its highest productiveness, the benevolence of him 
whose station and opportunities restrain him more to his own vicinity ; and to en- 
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gage him, if possible, with the near and practicable realities which lie within his 
reach. His best contribution to the interest of the world, is, to do the humble and 
practicable task which his hand findeth to do, and to do it with all his might, till he 
has finished it off. A single obscure strect, with its few divergent lanes, may form 
the length and the breadth of his enterprise ; but far better that he, with such means 
and such associates as are within his reach, should do this thoroughly, than that, 
merging himself in some wider association, he should vainly attempt in the gross, 
that which neyer can be overtaken but in humble and laborious detail. Let him 
not think, that the region which lies beyond the limits of his chosen and peculiar 
territory, is to wither and be neglected, because his presence is not there to fertilize 
it. Let him not proudly imagine himself to be the only philanthropist in the world. 
Let him do his part, trusting, at the same time, that there are others around him 
who have zeal enough, and understanding enough, to do theirs. The example of a 
well-cultured portion of the territory, will do more to spread a beneficent influence 
over the whole, than is done by the misplaced energies of men who cannot be tempt- 
ed to move, till some design of might and of magnificence is proposed to them. ‘The 
efficacy of this humbler style of benevolence will, at length, come to be witnessed ; 
and the comfort of it to be felt ; and it will diffuse itself, by sympathy, over the con- 
tigudus spaces; and the local resources of each space will be abundantly called 
forth on the near and exciting object of its own cultivation ; and the result universa! 
will be attained, not by the combination of all the powers into one effort, but by 
the summation of many efforts done by these powers apart from, and independent 
of, each other—not by one stalking society lording it over the whole, but by mani- 
fold associations, each assuming its own distinct task, and fulfilling a work com- 
mensurate to its own separate energies. 

The institutions which are most wanted in our great towns and populous villages 
are those, the object of which is, the christian education of our labouring classes. 
This object embraces schools for ordinary scholarship through the week, and church- 
es for the delivery of gospe! doctrine and exhortation upon the Sabbath. pp. 137—141. 

It is with common, as it is with christian education. There is not such a native 
and spontaneous demand for it in any country, as will call forth a supply of it at 
all adequate to the needs of the population. If the people are left to themselves, 
they will not, by any originating movement of their own, emerge out of ignorance 
at the first; nor will they afterwards perpetuate any habit of education to which 
they may have been raised in the course of one generation, if, in all succeeding gene- 
rations, they are left wholly to seek after scholarship, and wholly to pay for it.— 
The article must be obtruded upon them, and, in some degree, offered to them; and 
if the best way of so obtruding it, is, that there shall be one fabric of general repair 
for the people of each distinct locality, to which parents, under the impulse of near 
and surrounding example, may send their children for the purposes of education— 
then let these fabrics be multiplied to a sufficient extent ; and under a right manage- 
ment will the security be complete, both for the people attaining a right plaee in 
the scale of mental cultivation, and after they have attained it, for never again 
descending to the low state out of which they had been called. p. 142. 

There are certain of our mere operatives in public business, who, however plen- 
tiful their reproach of others as visionaries, never dream that they are visionaries 
themselves. They seem to regard it as their sufficient exemption from such a charge, 
that their hand is so wholly occupied in practice, and their mind so little, if at all, 
occupied with principle. It would look, as if to escape from being a theorist upon 
any given topic, it were altogether necessary to abstain from thinking of it; and 
that, to stamp a sound and experimental character on a man’s notions, it is quite 
enough that he personally bustle and spend all his time among the mere matters of 
manipulation and detail. Such men never, perhaps, in the whole course of their 
lives, have given one hour of meditative solitude to the question at issue ; and, 
perhaps, think that the whole effect of such a season of loneliness, would be to 
gather around them the spectres of vain imagination. They have no other concep- 
tion of a student, than as of one who muses all day long, over the inapplicable 
abstractions of an ideal and contemplative region: nor do they see how, in calm 
and collected retirement, it is possible for the mind to calculate and to recollect, 
and to be altogether conversant among the realities of the living world, over which 
it may have cast a most observant regard, and the well known familiarities of 
which, it is able to turn into the materials of a just view, and a just anticipation. 
In these circumstances, it ought not to be wondered at, that practical men have 
engrossed the credit of all the practical wisdom that there is in society; and that 
they have missed the self-discernment which might have led them to perceive, that 
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ihe possessor of a body, which moves its dull and unvarying round through the 
duties of public office, and of a mind that is either profoundly asleep to the rationale 
of public affairs, or catches its occasional view of them by rapid and confused 
glances—that he, with all the confidence which a kind of coarse and hackneyed 
experience has given to him, may, very possibly, be the most blundering and bewil- 
dered of all visionaries. pp. 148, 149. 





LIBERALITY OF A POOR BLIND GIRL. 


A BLIND girl brought to a clergyman thirty shillings, for the Missiona- 
ries of the Society. The clergyman, surprised that she should offer 
him so large a sum, said to her, “* You are a poor blind girl, you cannot 
afford to give thirty shillings to the Society.” ‘ I am indeed, Sir,” said 
she, “as you may see, a blind girl; but not so poor, perhaps, as you 
may suppose me to be; and [think I can prove to you, that | can better 
afford to give these thirty shillings, than those girls can who have eyes.” 
The clergyman was, of course, very much struck with her answer, and 
said, “ I shall be glad to know how you make that out.” “ Sir,” she 
answered, “ Tam a basket-maker ; and being blind, I can make baskets 
as well in the dark as in the light. Now I am sure, Sir, in the last dark 
winter, it must have cost those girls that have eyes more than thirty 
shillings to buy candles to see to make baskets; and so I think I have 
proved that I can afford this money, and now I hope that you will take 
it all for the Missionaries.” 

Whose heart is not moved by such an instance of exalted Christian 
charity ! 





SUNDAY SCHOOL QUERIES. 


We cheerfully comply with the request of “ A SuNpay ScHooL TEACHER,” 
and “ insert, again, the three queries proposed in” our last volume, and add * one 
other.” bd 


No. 1.—What are the best means of making Union Quarterly Meet- 
ings interesting ? 

No. 2.—What is the least objectionable and most beneficial means of 
rewarding Sunday scholars ? 

No. 3.—Is corporal punishment, in any cases whatsoever, justifiable 
in a Sunday School ? 

No. 4.—In girls’ schools, wholly conducted by females, is extempora- 
neous prayer by one of the ladies, or the reading of a form, preferable ? 





Lntelligence. 





EUROPE—ContTinenTAt Society. 


Tne sole object of this Institution is to assist native preachers in dis- 
seminating the Gospel, and in distributing the scriptures. In conformity 
with this principle, the committee have associated with them ministers 
of the French and Genevan reformed churches, Catholic priests con- 
verted to the truth, who have embraced protestantism, besides those 
of other denominations, who cordially love the Gospel, and walk ac- 
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cording to its dictates. The great aim of the society, and what is inidis- 
pensably required of its agents, is, not to advance the interest, or to pro- 
pagate the tenets of any particular sect, but to preach “ Jesus Christ, 

and him crucified.” 

Besides those already enlisted, many young native preachers, of de- 
cidedly evangelical views, solid judgment, and considerable talents, who 
have been much persecuted for their attachment to the truth, and for 
their opposition to the infidelity and superstition which every where 
abound, are ready to go forth; but, while the inhabitants of the several 
countries of the continent are saying, “ Come over to us and help us ;” 
and each of the individuals alluded to, is crying, “ Here am I, send me ;”” 
the exertions of this Society are limited for want of the means. 


“NGLAND—TueE Guiprsies. 


Tue Committee of the Home Missionary Society, feeling deeply for 
the condition of the neglected Gipsy race, of whom eighteen thousand 
are wandering through this country, earnestly entreat the Christian 
world to come forward in support of measures for the melioration of 
their condition. This people have been wonderfully preserved, a dis- 
tinct people, for the space of four hundred years, having been expelled 
from India, about that space of time, and scattered alf over Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. It is ascertained by Oriental scholars, that they 
speak, not a cant language, but the same as that spoken by the Suder 
caste of India, whom they resemble in person, manners, and habits. The 
circumstance of their speaking the same language amongst all their tribes 
in every country, as well as that of their aborigines in the East, may be 
most favourable for the circulation of the scriptures, and diffasion of oral 
instruction ; and being so widely scattered among all nations, whose Ian- 
guages are spoken by. their different tribes, they may also be the instru- 
ments of much good among others, and well repay the privilege of so- 
journing among them, by scattering among them that wealth which sur- 
passes the riches of Golconda and Peru. Itis proposed to form a Branch 
Society to that for Home Missions, which will both leave the funds for 
village preaching untouched, and afford an opportunity to those persons 
to contribute, who may be favourable only to the promotion of morality 
and education. 


IRELAND. 


Tue Irish branch of the “ Trish Evangelical Society,” held its sixth 
anniversary the 13th of December last, in Dublin. In its academy at 
Dublin there are eight students who regularly supply six openings fox 
village preaching in the vicinity of the city. There are thirteen other 
agents at the different stations of the society, all occupying extensive 
districts of itinerant labour, and preaching in upwards of 40 towns and 
villages, in most of which they are destitute of that inestimable blessing. 
These agents are also actively engaged in distributing religious tracts— 
instituting and superintending Sunday schools, and encouraging every 
other effort of Christian benevolence, adapted to promote the improve- 
ment of the people. 


South Africa.— Bible Society. 45 
FRANCE.—Epbwcation. 


Extracts from a French Publication on Education. 


Sucu has been the zeal of the friends of education in this country, that within 
the last three years 7120 new schools have been established, and these schools 
contain 204,000 children ; they were not only countenanced but assisted by the 
government. If these exertions are continued for ten years, it is calculated that 
the whole population of France will be taught. 

A work has been published at Paris, by Madame Quignon, detailing the plan of 
mutual instruction (the British system) for girls’ schools. Madame Quignon is the 
directress of a school of 500 girls, in which there is a course of instruction for 
forming teachers. The journals tell us that no person could be better qualified than 
this lady, both by a knowledge of the theory and the practical application of the 
system, to compose a manual of its modes of instruction. 

The Royal Medical Society (Society Royale de Medicine) of Bordeaux, has 
proposed as a prize 300 francs, to be decreed in the public sitting of 1821 to the 
author of the best work on the physical education of children. 


GREECE. 


Extract of a Letter from Corfu, of 20th October. 


‘¢ A LARGE school has recently been established at Santa Maura, for mutual in- 
struction. The first professor is M. Athanasios Politis, a native of Santa Maura, 
a young man distinguished by talent and patriotism. The archbishop of this cele- 
brated island has taken this important establishment under his protection, and he is 
himself named the director-general.” 

Letters from Bucharest and Constantinople say, that the school for mutual in- 
struction established at Jassy by M. Cleobulas continues to prosper under the 
enlightened protection of the reigning Prince of Moldavia, and of the archbishop of 
the same country. 

Four young Greeks who went out of this school are arrived at Constantinople ; 
they were well received by the patriarch, who has given them the necessary recom- 
mendations to form schools at Chios, Patmos, and Candy. 

The school at Jassy had many difficulties to encounter at first. It was opened 
in the month of March, and has rapidly increased till the number of children at 
length amounts to 100, and will be much greater if local circumstances permit. 
M. Cleobulas had established a normal school also, from whence the persons were 
sent to Athens, Smyrna, and various other places in Greece, some of which are 
stated above. Many teachers are likewise preparing for the Crimea, who will 
hereafter correspond with the parent school. It is indeed an object much to be 
desired, to constitute this as a central institution for all these countries. The les- 
sons are partly translated into the Moldavian language, and we hope to see schools 
established soon in all the other cities and towns of Moldavia. Primary instruc- 
tion is rapidly spreading through all classes of the population. 








SOUTH AFRICA.—Biz.e Society. 


A LETTER from His Excellency Sir R. $8. Donkin, K. C. B. to Lord 
Teignmouth, of August last, announces the formation of a Bible Society 
in that colony. A committee had been appointed to make the necessary 
arrangements for the distribution of the Holy Scriptures throughout that 
colony. 

His Excellency assured the meeting that “ during the time I may admi- 
uister this government, no effort shall be wanting on my part to promote 
the diffusion of Christianity throughout Southern Africa. I am per- 
suaded that, independently of the paramount duty by which every Chris- 
tian is bound to impart the light of the Gospel to those who are unac- 
quainted with it, I shall be rendering an essential service to this colony, 
if | can lay the foundation of a system which shall introduce Christiani- 
ty, and consequently civilization, amongst the surrounding tribes ; and I 
lope the day is not very far off, when those who are now heathen sa- 
yages shall be converted into civilized Christians.” 
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GERMANY.—Tue Jews. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Friedenberge to the Rev. Mr. Hawtrey, 
Secretary to the London Society for promoting Christianity among 
the Jews. 

Berlin, September 27, 1819. 

My very DEAR Sir, 

As I knew that Mr. Smith had already informed you of our safe arri- 
val at Berlin, l was more anxious to wait till I had some important matter 
to communicate, than to hasten my communication. I shall now in this 
letter retrace the history of the last two months, and lay before the Com- 
mittee those occurrences and subjects, which either have a reference to 
their grand object, or seem otherwise deserving their notice. 

After a tedious voyage of six days, we arrived the 30th of July at Cux- 
haven. On board the ship, I employed my time, when well, with the 
translation of Mr. Marsh’s tract, Search the Scriptures, into German, 
which will, in all probability, be published here, at the expense of our 
Tract Society. We immediately proceeded up the Elbe. The 31st, we 
landed near a village on the Danish side of the river, being obliged to 
wait for the return of the flood to carry us up to Hamburgh. We were 
edified by the simplicity and piety of the country people. One of them 
informed us, that their minister, who resides in a neighbouring little town, 
was a very good man. Having therefore taken some tracts, we called on 
him. Though, no doubt, a good and pious man, he was so overawed 
by the distance which has been kept for ages between Jews and Chris- 
tians, and by the obstacles which both parties present against a happy 
union, that he refused to accept either tracts or a Hebrew Testament. 

On Sunday, the 1st of August, we went to Hamburgh, and rejoiced 
to find the English chapel, where service was just performing. After 
service several of the congregation remained. Among these, Messrs. 
Jackson, two most amiable characters, expressed their satisfaction at the 
object of our mission, by the cordial treatment we received from them. 
Mr. Jackson, jun. was eager to have as many tracts as I could spare. I 
therefore left him the whole little store, together with one Hebrew Testa- 
ment, and as we stayed in Hamburgh till the 4th, we rejoiced to hear 
that he had several opportunities of distributing books to Jews that came 
into his counting-house. I hope by this time they stand in direct cor- 
respondence with you. It is of the greatest importance to supply them 
with our books, as Hamburgh is the residenee of 20,000 Jews, (the fifth 
of the population,) most of whom subsist by commerce. Pious mer- 
chants, I conceive, have it more in their power to spread tie Holy 
Scriptures among that mercantile people, the Jews, than professed Mis- 
sionaries. 

On the 7th of August, we arrived at this place. Called on Mr. Rose, 
who gave us a most cordial reception. His conversation exhibited such 
a zeal for the cause, and such a readinessto be active in promoting it, as I 
have seldom witnessed. He related to us the whole history of the con- 
version of Mr. Reich, which made me still more regret that I arrived 
not early enough to have a meeting with him. I have since had oppor- 
tunity to converse with his wife, and find her a most amiable character, 
and, blessed be God, under the hands of a most excellentlady. Her two 
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children and sister, all of whom were baptised on the same day with her 
and her husband, are, likewise, under the instruction and government of 
well-informed and C hristian persons. 

I presented to the Rev. Mr. J. Jeenicke the one copy of Adams’ Jewish 
History in the name of our Society, for which that dear old servant of 
God was not a little thankful. Madame ——-—— is a woman of great 
prudence, and her acquaintance with the more respectable Israelites of 
this place enables her to assist me very materially m gaining access to 
them; a matter, believe me, of uncommon difficulty. She, however, 
from motives of caution, and because of the existing persecutions, has ad 
vised to desist calling on the Jews at present. I follow her advice the 
more willingly, as I perceive the necessity of gaining a greater volubi- 
lity in the philosophy of the continent—the idol of the more enlightened 
Jews. To begin with the Jews directly at religion, and, when conver- 
sing on religion, to begin with them at the more offensive doctrines of 
it, would shut every door to your agent in this place. He must become 
their friend, their family friend, before he can have any prospect of 
working effectually as their enlightener. coe 

I have had several visits from the young proselyte, Mr. , a young 
man of many valuable qualities. The committee by this time know the re- 
solution he hastaken of continuing in his trade. When hecame to commu- 
nicate it, [ had just a letter by me from Frankfort on the Mayne, sta- 
ting that the government of Basle had prohibited the reception of pro- 
selytes, and that Mr. might stay at Berlin for the present, or, if 
gone, be recalled. There has also been with me a young Jew, whom 
God has led to the truth in a very extraordinary way. He is the son of 
a banker in , who died a few years ago, and left him sole heir to 
his property. About a yearago he came to Berlin on his business, and 
fell sick. It so happened that ‘the attendant that was procured for him 
was a Christian, and a serious Christian. This man was happy enough 
to gain his patient’s confidence. [is ear, however, was still deaf to the 
truth. The Christian waiter had already given up all hopes of making 
an impression on this person, when one day, to his joyful surprise, he 
found him reading’ in the New Testament with his face all bathed in 
tears. ‘The young Jew embraced him and said, “ Now I believe the 
things you so often have spoken of!” He then related that he had seen 
Jesus Christ repeatedly in a dream, kindly nodding with his head to- 
wards him from the cross. This led him to read the Bible. 1 observed 
to him that it would have been a doubtful sign of his conversion, had his 
dream or vision been unattended with this blessed effect. He told me 

several weighty reasons which detained him from making immediately 
an open profession of Christ, but I] was charmed with the thankfulness 
with which he took a letter from the Messrs. , who, I told him, 
would be glad to converse with him, and to assist him in acquiring ‘cor- 
rect notions on the subject of true Christianity. The next morning he 
departed for , where I trust he will never forget the great things the 
Lord has revealed to him here, and, in due time, become a monument 
of glory to God. There are also three Jewish brothers of One 
of them has been baptised already, and the other two under religious in- 
struction. The eldest is a young man of great acquirements. 1 wish, 
and hope, and pray for more of such subjects. 
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CHINA.—Dearu or THe Emperor. 


LATE intelligence from Canton announces the death of the Emperoi 
ef China, which was followed by a contest between two of his sons for 
the imperial crown. Several provinces are in a state of revolt. The 
cholera morbus had found its way thither from Bengal, and was pro- 
ducing the most fatal ravages. 

Whether the death of the Emperor may, in its consequences, facilitate 
the progress of the Scriptures, and missionary efforts in this vast empire, 
we know not; but “ It is a consummation devoutly to be wished.” 


INDIA WITHIN THE GANGES.—Serampore. 


Extract of a Letter from Dr. Marshman to Dr. Ryland, dated Seram- 
pore, June 2, 1820. 

Own the 19th, brother Carey baptised three soldiers in Calcutta, and 
last Lord’s day I baptised three persons there, two of them Brahmins. 
One of them received his first impressions from reading in Calcutta bro- 
ther Carey’s translation of the New Testament in the Telinga language ; 
the other was an ascetic, who lived years in the Sunderbunds, among 
the wild beasts, wearing a mala, (a necklace,) made of the vertebrz of 
serpents. We have four persons before the church at Serampore ; three 
of them to be baptised on Lord’s day. Blessed be God, all the churches 
around seem to be flourishing. 


Extract of a Letter from Dr. Carey to Mr. Burls, dated Serampore, 
July 7, 1820. 

Last Tuesday evening, an Auxiliary Missionary Society was formed 
in the Church meeting at the Lal Bazar Chapel. Five young men offered 
themselves as Missionaries to the population around their dwellings. 
These act gratuitously. Ido hope the funds will enable us to do more 
at a distance from Calcutta. 

The numbers baptised last year in all the churches in India is highly 
encouraging ; and a goodly number are now inquiring thé way to Zion, 
with their faces thitherward. 





POLYNESIA.—Sanpwicn Istanps. 


JouRNAL OF THE MisstonariEs.—{ Continued from Page 27.) 


First Sabbath at the Islands. 


April 2. Sabbath. As we expected soon to leave Toeaigh Bay, and have no furthe» 
opportunity at present to explore this part of the dark region with reference to 
establishing schools, and the institutions of the Gospel ; and as Capt. B. was going 
on shore to call upon the chief, it was thought best, that brother Bingham should 
accompany him this morning for that purpose, to return before the hour of public 
worship. He accordingly visited the chief, Krimakoo, and with him the most cele- 
brated moreeah of the islands. It was built by Zamzhamaha, who himself laid 
the corner stone. It stands on the brow of a hill, a little retired from the beach, 
and fronting the seashore. It consists now principally of a huge wall, about 10 
feet thick at the base, and five at the top, 20 feet in height on three sides of the 
parallelogram, which is about 120 feetin breadth, and 240 in length ; but in front 
the wall, instead of being elevated much above the area enclosed, consists of four 
or five large offsets down the declivity of the hill. These furnished convenient 
places for hundreds of worshippers to stand, while the priest was within, offering 
prayers and sacrifices of abomination. Within this enclosure are the ruins a! 
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several houses burnt to the ground, the ashes of various wooden gods, the remains 
of cocoa-nuts and other like offerings, and the ashes and burnt bones of many 
human victims sacrificed to demons. At the foot of the hill, is a similar enclosure, 
280 feet in length, and 50 in breadth, which had been used for the sacrifice of va- 
rious beasts, fish, fruits, &¢. The walls and areas of these open buildings, once 
tabooed and sacred, are now free to every foot, useless, and tumbling into ruins. 
As upon the fallen walls of Jericho, so even here, where a careless intrusion was 
once punishable with death, “every man may now go up straight before him,” 
and set up the banner of Israel’s God. He it is who has brought into contempt 
what was once the pride of this people. 

In the afternoon, Krimakoo and his company, who before visited us, came on 
board with an intention to accompany us to the residence of the king. Slowly 
passing along in the midst of these interesting isles, surrounded by a listening and 
admiring groupe of natives, including chiefs, and honourable women, with the few 
Native youths who had been taught the Christian religion, we attended public wor- 
ship on deck, and offered prayers and praises to the God of Zion. Brother B. 
preached from Isaiah xlii. 4, e Isles shall watt for his law. ‘The topics of the 
discourse were the character of the Lawgiver ; of the law waited for; of those 
who wait for it; the evidence that these isles do now wait for it; and the conse- 
quences of receiving it. Though most of these islanders could not now understand 
the precepts of the law of Christ, yet they hearkened to the sound with almost per- 
fect stillness, and were pleased with our singing and order of worship. Seldom 
have we attended on the duties of the sanctuary, when the theme and the occasion 
have been more interesting to our feelings. 

One of the former wives of Tamahamaha had before requested that our “¢ wihenas” 
women] should make her a gown like their own ; but being told that it was the 
ord’s day, and that it should be done to-morrow, she was satisfied as to the pro- 

priety of delaying it. This evening the sable groupe have spread their portable 
mats and tappas* upon the deck; and, with the skies for a canopy, have laid 
themselves peacefully down to sleep. May the Watchmen of Israel keep them 
and bring them to his heavenly rest. 

3. (First Monday in April.) pproaching Kirooah bay, on the west side of 
the island, and now in sight of the king’s residence. Expecting an interview with 
him to-morrow, we lift up our petitions in concert with thousands of the friends of 
Zion, rejoicing in the hope that He, who has begun a good work in these islands, 
will carry it on to perfection. 

4. At10o’clock this morning, 163 days from Boston, we came to anchor in 
Kirooah bay, about one mile from the king’s dwellings. Krimakoo, who still ap- 
pears to be friendly to our cause, being sent for by Reho-rehe, went on shore ; and 
soon after Messrs. Bingham and Thurston, and Thomas Hopoo, accompanied by 
Capt. B. followed, to lay before the king the plan of our enterprise. As we drew 
near the shore, we saw him bathing in the surf, in company with others. He was 
distinguished by ornaments of beads on his neck. As we landed, five or six hundred 
natives, of different ages and both sexes, swarmed around us ; and, in their usual 
rudeness, gave a noisy irregular shout, and used all their eyes and ears to learn 
who and what these new visiters might be. Among the crowd was a distinguished 
native chief, called John Adams, who has acquired something of the English lan- 
guage and manners. He politely conducted us to his own house, and afterwards to 
the house of Mr. John Young, who has long resided here, has the rank of a chief, 
and is now acting secretary to the king ; the late secretary of Tamahamaha, John 
Elliot, a Roman Catholic, having fled from the country. By him, and by Capt. 
Adams, an English settler with him, we were bidden welcome to the Sandwich 
Islands. 

We then waited on the king, with the most important message that can be sent 
to any earthly potentate. Read to him the official letter of Dr. Worcester to 
Tamahamaha, and the letters of Capt. Reynolds to Tamahamaha, and to his son 
Reho-reho ; and had them interpreted by Mr. Young and Thomas Hopoo. In the 
same manner we made known to the king the views of the American Board of Mis- 
sions, and the wishes of the mission family. Presented the spy-glass furnisbed by. 
the Board, which the king accepted very thankfully. He seemed pleased with the 
object laid before him, and disposed to consider the subject deliberately ; expressed 
a degree of approbation ; but appeared far from being in haste to give an answer to 
our message. All, indeed, both king and chiefs, honourable women and commen 


* It is supposed that mantles made by the natives from the bark of trees, is here intended. 
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people, whom we heard speak on the subject, expressed their approbation of our 
doings in the general term, ‘‘ miti ;” i. e. it is good. 

We were shocked with the facts, which we learned, that this young ruler had no 
less than four wives; that one of them had been his father’s wife; and another, 
even his favourite, was his father’s daughter. When the king, his wives, and the 
chiefs around him, had taken their dinner of fish and poe, (a kind of eold pudding 
made of taro,) the four wives of the king sat down upon the mats at one corner 
of the room, and seemed to enjoy themselves very pleasantly at a game of cards; 
while we were endeavouring to interest the feelings of the royal family in the great 
object of our mission. 

&. Continued our negotiation, but made little progress. Presented to Reho- 
reho the elegant Bible furnished by the American Bible Society for Tamahamaha, 
for which he seemed grateful ; also, Bibles to the king’s daughters, furnished by 
particular friends. 

Some conjectures, it appears, have been started, (from what source we know 
not,) that Great Britain might not be pleased with our settling here, as American 
missionaries ;—and to increase the embarrassment, some reports were circulated, 
that the missionaries at Otaheite and Eimo had monopolized both the trade and 
government of the Society Islands. These new and unexpected difficulties we en- 
deavoured to obviate, as well as we could; appealed to our public instructions, 
and to the full approbation of our design given by British subjects, British missiona- 
ries, and British Missionary Societies. Gave the assurance, that we had nothing 
to do with the political concerns of these islands; that there was no collision be- 
tween the people of the United States and the people of Great Britain ; and that 
several stations were occupied by American missionaries in the British do- 
minions. - 

{In the course of the day, as we passed near the place where several chiefs were 
spending their idle hours in gambling, we were favoured with an introduction to 
Havahava, the late high priest. He received us kindly. On his introduction to 
Mr. Bingham, he expressed much satisfaction in meeting with a brother priest from 
America, still pleasantly claiming that distinction for himself. He assures us that 
he will be our friends. Who could have expected that such would have been our 
first interview with the man, whose influence we had been accustomed to dread 
more than any other in the islands ; whom we had regarded, and could now hardly 
avoid regarding, as a destroyer of his fellow men ? But he seemed much pleased in 
speaking of the demolition of the .Woreeahs and idols. 

About five months ago the young king consulted him with respect to the expedien- 
cy of breaking faboo; and asked him to tell frankly and plainly whether it would 
be good or bad; assuring him, at the same time, that he would be guided by his 
word. Havahava readily replied, ‘‘ mili,” it would be good; adding, that he 
knew there is but one Akooah, [God,] who is in heaven, and that their wooden 
gods could not save them, nor do them any good. He publicly renounced idolatry, 
and with his own hand set fire to the moreeah. The king no more observed their 
superstitious faboos.. Thus the heads of the civil and religious institutions agreed 
in abolishing that forbidding but tottering taboo system, which had been founded 
in ignorance, cemented with blood, and supported for ages, by the basest of human 
passions. They had indeed heard of the Christian’s God, but gave no evidence 
that they understood his laws, loved his character, or feared his holy name. 
Whether they considered him as worthy of their homage or not, they were convin- 
ced of the vanity‘of idols, and the folly of idol worship. May the Lord Jehovah, 
whom they now believe to be the only living and true God, soon bring them to bow 
with humble reverence at his feet. 

Before we returned to the brig, the favourite wife of the king expressed a decided 
opinion in favour of our settling in the islands; and requested that we might re- 
main. The king, knowing her attachment to him, and willing to try her feelings, 
said to her pleasantly, that if he admitted and patronised the missionaries, he could 
be allowed but one wife, and he should not want her. As a gentle reproof, she 
arose from the mat on which they were reclining, and attempted to leave him ; 
but he detained her, and turned off the subject playfully. Whether he felt the 
difficulty or not, we cannot but consider polygamy as one of the greatest barriers 
against the progress of Christianity here. But He who first established the institu- 
tion of marriage, and blessed its legal bonds, can, in infinite wisdom, overrule its 
abuses to His glory. 

6. To-day the royal family came on board the brig to dine. Reho-reho, dressed 
ina princely style, according to the fashion of the islands, having a maro round his 
waist, a green silken scarf upon his shoulders, beads on his neck, and a wreatit on 
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his head, was introduced to our female companions and helpers, the first American 
iadies he had ever seen. He was seated at the head of the table, and behaved with 
great civility. It gave us satisfaction to have this heathen ruler, and his followers, 
sit down with us at our own table ; and, in his presence, to implore a divine bless- 
ing of the King of Heaven, and acknowledge our obligations to Him, in whom we 
jive and move and have our being: while we cherished the desire, and indulged the 
hope, that He, who made of one blood all nations to dwell upon the face of the earth, 
would soon bring the rulers and ruled-of this nation, to sit down at the feast of the 
Gospel made amply sufficient for ail. 

After dinner, we assembled on the quarter deck and sung, at the king’s request, 
several psalms and hymns, with which he, and the multitude around, appeared 
pleased. Capt. B. Mr. H. and G. P. Tamoree, with the bass viol, assisted the music. 
Shortly after, our visiters gave us their parting “aloha,” (a word of friendly salu- 
tation,) and returned in arch and friendly manner, and we hope with favour- 
able impressions. A lar ouble canoe, frequently with a sail, and a small awn- 
ing or canopy, rowed byggight or ten men,—is the favourite vehicle for the convey: 
anee of the royal family When they have only a short distance to sail. 

(To be Continued.) 


UNITED STATES. 


An account of a Mission among the Senecas and Munsces, performed in 1820, by the 
Rev. Timothy Alden, President of Alleghany College, addressed to the Rev. Abiel 
Holmes, D. D. of Massachusetts, Secretary of the Society for propagating the Gos- 
pel among the Indians and others of North America—(Continued from p. 22.) 








Kau-kau-ged-de, a chief, madea friendly addressin reference to whatI had offered. 
He recapitulated many of the leading ideas which had been suggested, and stated 
that they had understood all that had been said on the occasion. He then remark- 
ed, that as the chief warrior had not been able to attend, and most of the chiefs 
were absent, no particular talk had been prepared for me, but that they gave me 
many thanks for what they had heard, and hoped that they should all diligently at- 
tend to the words of the Great Spirit. 

Henry York arose, and said, that he then spoke in his own name; that he gave 
me many thanks for whatI had told them; and that he was determined to do all 
in his power to prevent the Indians from drinking whiskey. 

The son of Wendungguhtah, a young chief of an interesting aspect, who was 
handsomely clad in the aboriginal costume, stood up, with his leftarm akimbo, and 
his right gracefully used, made a short appropriate speech, in which he said, * 
wish to express my individual thanks for what I have heard. I have perfectly un- 
derstood the whole. I am resolved to attend to these instructions, for I think much 
of death.” 

It is a remarkable fact, that two Indians, by the name of Johnson and Turkey, 
have actually been appointed by the chiefs at Cataraugus, to. instruct the natives, 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, in the Christian religion! They were both present. 
Johnson gave an exhortation, urging upon the assembly the importance of what had 
been brought to view. He expressed his ideas in forcible language as to the mo- 
mentous nature of those things and his hope that they should persevere in keeping 
the Sabbath. He avowed his resolution to attend to the duty assigned him by the 
chiefs, so long as they should see fit to continue him in the office, and tendered me 
his hearty thanks. He then requested me to sing, and pray, and dismiss the con- 
gregation; which was accordingly done. 

On my proposal, York, Kau-kau-ged-de, Johnson, Turkey, and several others 
went with me to the chief warrior’s. York gave him an account of the agreeable 
meeting we had had at the council house, with a full statement of what had been 
said to his people. I informed this venerable chief, that I should have it in my power 
to make a report of this mission to the benevolent society at Boston, which, I 
trusted, would gladden the hearts of many. I then spent considerable time in giving 
him an idea of what exertions had been made in a former age, soon after the settle- 
ment of white people on this isiand, for imparting the truths of the gospel to the 
tribes of eastern Indians, and, in our day, for multitudes, as ignorant as the In- 
dians, far beyond the big water. I gave him the first intelligence he had ever re- 
ceived relative to the noble establishments at Brainerd and Elliot of the happy con- 
sequences, already resulting, to many in those remote regions ; informing him, at the 
same time, of the resolve in council among the chiefs of the Chauktaus to appro- 
priate annually a most liberal sum for the extensive introduction and support of 
schools in their villages. As I proceeded in my narrative, the joy and gratitude of 
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his heart were strikingly portrayed in his.visage, and he frequently uttered, with 
emphasis, exclamations of astonishment, gratification, and applause. In the close 
of the interview, he gave me a friendly parting address, gently pressing my right 
hand, which, for a long time, he held in his own, stating his satisfaction in this re- 
newed visit, and expressing his ardent hope that the time might soon come, when all 
the Indians would embrace the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

After shaking hands with all present, as I had done with those at the council 
house, according to invariable custom at all assemblies of these aborigines, I took 
my leave of the thoughtful and interesting Wendungguhtah and set iny face for the 
Seneca villages on the Tu-se-o-wa, or Buffalo creek. 

On Tuesday, the 5th of September, we arrived at the mission house in the most 

opulous aboriginal village on the Buffalo creek, still occupied by Mr. Jabez Bar- 
on Hyde, who, having passed through many trials and discouragements, in his be- 
nevolent and arduous labours, continued for nine yeags, for the temporal and spi- 
ritual welfare of the Senecas, is now rejoicing in the p ct of a better day, which 
already begins to glimmer on this benighted people. ’ 

It may be proper to notice, in this part of my Journal,”a paragraph, which was 
introduced into many of our periodical publications, last year, announcing that at 
a great council held at this place in June, the Indians had resolved to have nothing 
to do with the Christian religion. It is true that their minds were exceedingly agi- 
tated at the measures adopted to induce them to leave their goodly heritage for 
some territory far to the west. Red Jacket was appointed to reply to the United 
States’ commissioner and those holding the pre-emption right to their lands, then 
present, in the name of the chiefs of the six nations, declaring that they had no desire, 
and that they were determined, as they had often made known, in times past, never 
to abandon these lands given to them by the Great Spirit, long before any white 
man ever saw them, and holding in their bosom the bones of their fathers. Their 
orator, with his accustomed acumen, acted well his part, but, with the exception, 
that he exceeded the limits of his commission. In the warmth of his eloquence, 
having generally manifested a hostility to the Christian religion, he took the liberty, 
which had not been delegated to him, to declare that they would have nothing to do 
with ministers of the gospel, schoolmasters, quakers, nor any white people, and that 
they would not suffer them even to reside on any of their lands. Some time after 
the delivery of Red Jacket’s speech, which will not soon be forgotten, so much did 
it abound with genius and wit, the chiefs requested that what he had said about the 

ospel and schools might not be sent to their father, the President of the United 

tates, as he had uttered more than he was authorized by them to do. They were 
told that their application was too late, as the writing was finished. The fact is, the 
Indians were generally and most strenuously opposed to the selling of their reserva- 
tions; yet, of the chiefs there was a sweeping majority in favour of the establish- 
ment of schools, and of instruction in the Christian religion, the powerful represen- 
tations of Red Jacket to the contrary notwithstanding. 

It was soon after this noted council that the Indians began to take a more deci- 
ded ground, than they had ever done before, either for, or against the gospel. They 
are now divided, as Already remarked, in all the reservations, into a Christian and 
a@ Pagan party. While the latter seems to exhibit a kind of dying struggle for ex- 
istence, the former increases in number and zeal for a knowledge of the truth. Often 
did we meet with individuals, who expressed a longing desire to understand all the 
words of the Great Spirit written in his book. Hence, the Indians are greatly 
pleased at the labours of Mr. Hyde in translating and printing, from time to time, 
a pe of the holy scriptures. He will shortly have finished a selection from the 

ible to the amount of 100 pages of Seneca and English in opposite columns. He 
has spared no pains nor expense to cause many of the Indians to be instructed in’ 
the art of singing, and this is an exercise, for which they have, generally, very plea- 
sant voices; in which they have made commendable proficiency ; and in which they 
much delight. In almostevery cabin we entered, the singing book was immediately 
produced, and many pieces of our best church music, were sung by note, in just 
time, and by words, prepared by Mr. Hyde, in their vernacular tongue. In some 
of the aboriginal public assemblies, which we attended, the singing was superior in 
the style of execution to what we commonly have in the greater part of our congre- 
gations of white people in western Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Hyde, under'the patronage of the New-York Missionary Society, with the hum- 
ble buthonourable name of a catechist, delivers regular discourses, from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, in the village of his residence, and occasionally, at Cataraugus and Ton- 
newanta, when a cavalcade of nearly twenty of the principal characters of his more 
immediate charge accompanies him thirsty miles, out of respect to this faithful la- 
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bourer in the vineyard, and to encourage the hearts and strengthen the hands of 
their brethren, of those reservations, in the work of the Lord. It is desirable that 
he should receive ordination, a3 his theological attainments and acquaintance with 
experimental religion may justly warrant such a measure, and, especially, as his 
sphere of usefulness would be enlerged. 

Although Mr. Hyde is sometimes absent on the Sabbath, yet his people hold a 
meeting, at which several of the chiefs pray, repeat passages from those parts of the 
Bible already translated, and give an exhortation. They have a comfortable place 
for public worship in their council house, which, by a resolve of long standing, is the 
chief council fireplace of ail the six nations. The present is a new building, 42 by 
13 feet, and is well constructed of hewn logs. It is shingled, glazed, arched, ceiled, 
and furnished with neat and commodious seats, and with a good chimney, all the 
work of Indians. The manthly concert of prayer is here observed, and, on every 
Thursday evening, the singers meet together to perfect themselves in psalmody, and 
for religious instructiom—(To be concluded.) 





CHEROKEE INDIANS. 


FROM the journal of the Cherokee Mission at Brainerd, it appears that the Che- 
rokees are rapidly advancing in civilization, *¢ They have divided their country into 
eight districts or counties ; laid a tax on the people to build a court-house in each 
of these counties; and appointed four circuit judges.: They are rapidly adopting 
the laws and manners of the whites, and appear to advance in civilization just in 
proportion to their knowledge of the gospel. It therefore becomes all, who desire 
the civilization of the Indians, to do what they can tosend the gospel among them.” 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Or the intelligence communicated at the last United General Prayer 
Meeting, in the Mariner’s Church, a part only was published in our last 
number. We shall now lay before our readers extracts from two letters, 
read on that interesting occasion, and express our earnest hope, that 
while the Lord is visiting with his Holy Spirit the surrounding cities, 
villages and towns, and calling so many from the darkness of sin and 
disobedience, to His most marvellous light, the like blessing may flow to 
our own city. If Christians will pray more frequently and more fer- 
vently for the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit, the Lord would 
awaken us all from our slumbering security, and He would disarm the 
rebels against His kingdom of their weapons of warfare, and compe! 
them to close in with the offers of salvation through a crucified Redeemer. 
The promise of Scripture is to those only who ask believing. Surely 
the offered blessing is worth the asking, and when we daily witness the 
goodness, mercy and faithfulness of God, how can we longer doubt but 
that in answer to the united and unceasing prayers of Christians, hie will 
pour us out a blessing till there is not room to receive it ? 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. David Porter, D. D. to his son in tis city, dated 
| Catskill, N. Y.17th April, 1821. 


In Catskill the first tokens of God, after a long night of unusual darkness, made 
their appearance in the latter part of October or the first of November. Since that 
time up to the present, the work has been progressing, not wjth a rapid, but with 
steady and uniform course. The convictions in many instances have been extreme! 
pungent: and people of all ages and conditions have hopefully shared in the bles+- 
ing. Ishould deem it a great work of God provided it had not extended beyond the 
limits of the Church. The members have been remarkably awakened, and have 
mourned over their awful backslidings and neglect of duty, and have bad a peculiar 
unction of the Holy Spirit ; which has been very apparent in their prayers, and uni- 
ted and individual exertions in promoting the work. Four have already united 
themselves to the Church by public profession. Many more, ere long, it is prova- 
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ble, will follow the example. Of the whole number who have embraced hopes, f 
would not undertake 'to'say ; it is great compared with the whole number compo- 
-_ the congregation. Opposition, at first, took a high and bold stand, but has 
yielded and bent under the force of conviction. 

In Kinderhook Landing the work commenced somewhat later. The Spirit in that 
place came down like a rushing and mighty wind. More than one hundred have 
been united to the Church. 

In Coxakie the work has been equally powerful and extensive. More than eighty 
in that place have already professed Christ before men. 

In Hudson the work is of more recent date. At this time it is prevailing to a very 
wide extent in that city. Presbytery met in Hudson last week. Some very striking 
instances of conviction took place under my own observation, while we were toge- 
ther, the particulars of which I will relate to you if God should allow us again to 
see one another. ' 

fn Claverack the like work has commenced, and the Rev. Mr. Sleighter, the minis- 
ter, informed me, last week, that more than sixty were anxiously inquiring what 
they should do to be saved. Within a few days a revival has broke outin Cairo. The 
last Sabbath I spent in that place. A few have obsained hope, others are under 
conviction, and a general seriousness was manifest in the congregation. There are 
also very favourable appearances in Durham. Wherever the people of God, though 
they be few ia number, awake to prayer, and open their lips to their fellow smners, 
and Jabour for souls, the Holy Spirit is present to answer their cries, and bless them 
with his benign influence. 

It is my deliberate and full belief that if Christians continue faithful, and do not 
let down their watch, but let their light shine brighter and brighter, the work will 
prevail more and more. ‘ If we sow bountifully, we shall reap bountifully.” “ The 
fervent and effectual] prayer of the righteous availeth much.” My only fear is, that 
the Church will become languid, and by degrees suspend their exertions. Should 
this be the case, the work will decline. I hope and pray for better things. For most 
surely if there was a reason in the first instance for Christians to arise and call upon 
God in this place, and in this region of country, that reason still exists infill force, 
why they should persevere, since the great majority are yet in the gall of bitterness, 
and must perish without the special grace of the Holy Spirit. 


- 


Letier from Mr. Kanouse, late of the Brainard Mission, to the Editor of the Chris- 
tian Herald, dated Bloomfield, April 11, 1821. 


DEAR StR—At a late hour of the night, I will attempt to give a concise account 
of the Revivalin this place. I know not when to date its commencement. As early 
as the first of last February, it became certain that we were about to experience a 
gracious visit from the Lord. 

Professors of religion began to lament their backsliding, and manifested an increa- 
sing fervour in prayer. Prayer meetings were established in different parts of the 
congregation, particularly private ones, for the improvement of professors. The 
work appeared at times to decline, and leave very little hope of a general outpour- 
ing, but this only seemed to be as a trial of Christian fervour in prayer ; for as 
prayer abounded the appearance of a reviving brightened, and seemed to go for- 
ward in preportion to the activity of Christians. During this awful, yet merciful 
period, the cloud of divine goodness hovered over our guilty heads, sometimes rea- 
dy to depart, sometimes ready to burst on us, like showers upon the new mown 
grass. After about one month had passed away in this half-awakened state, then it 
was that Christians began to feel their awful responsibility—meetings were better 
attended; more engagedness was manifested; to pray was a privilege ; numbers 
began to inquire what they must do to be saved; while here and there one was 
doping in the mercy of God. Dear Sir, what a joyful time this began to be! Chris- 
tians rejoicing to see new born souls! Dry bones beginning to shake! The little 
cloud gathering, not blackening with deserved judgments, but brightening with 
mercy. The Holy Spirit, like the forked lightning, struck one sinner here, and ano- 
ther there, while the attention of others was fixed with solemn awe. One charac- 
teristic mark of the work is the stillness with which it has hitherto progressed : 
some time previous to this the Rev. Mr. Judd established a conference ; the house 
now ‘began to be crowded; tears of penitential sorrow stole silently down the 
«cheek, the troubled soul now and then breaking the profound silence with a heavy 
sigh. The work has been chiefly confined to the young class of people, say from 
fifteen to twenty-five; there are some younger, and some of the middle age, and 
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aged. Enough of the last mentioned are taken, to encourage the hoary-headed sin- 
ner to hope in the blood of a Saviour, without presuming on his goodness. 

It would give me pleasure to state the number that are now hoping, if I had the 
means of knowing. I will with caution give, what I suppose to be the probable num- 
ber, say one hundred; I do not give it as correct. I hope, Sir, a much greater num- 
ber will be reported in the progress of the work, as itis still increasing. 

Permit me to make one more observation before I close, which is, that it is obser- 
vable the work has spread in a line with prayer. In West Bloomfield Christians 
were evidently stirred up first; the Revival began there first, and the divine flame 
has spread from that on the way towards Newark. 


NEW-YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY. 


Tue fifth annual Report of this Society has just been published, but 
we did not receive a copy in time to prepare a summary of its contents 
for this number. ‘We shall therefore notice a few facts, and leave the 
remainder for another occasion. 

Weare sorry to find at the end of the fifth year of the Society’s opera- 
tions, that the number of schools is not much larger than it was at the 
close of the second year, and that the public attention has not been more 
alive to the interests of an institution, which promises such lasting bene- 
fits to the present and the rising generation. If the blessing of God on 
benevolent labours is to form any test of their utility, the most cold and 
hesitating friend to the cause of universal education will here find an 
ample stimulant to the greatest efforts in this work of charity. 

The following extract will set this matter in a clearer light. 


The schools under the immediate patronage of this Society, are thirty-eight im 
number, and comprise about 3800 learners, many of whom have been regular at- 
tendants from the first opening of the schools in 1816, while a considerable propor- 
tion are only occasionally present. Of the present superintendents and teachers 
also, many were among those who first came forward to establish and promote this 
system of instruction. To these, accessions have been made from some of the con- 
gregations, and in some instances teachers have been supplied from among the 
learners. The Committee are anxious to recognise, in the most public manner, the 
self-denial, perseverance, and zeal of the superintendents, teachers, and visiters, by 
which the operations of the Society bave been sustained, and its object thus far ac- 
eomplished. 

But while they tender the warmest acknowledgments to these who, during five 
years, have persevered in the labours of this undertaking, they have again to regret 
the want of adequate co-operation in their exertions, on the part of ministers, and 
other friends of religion and humanity. It will perhaps be heard with surprise, that 
little or nothing has been added to the nuinber of efficient friends and promoters of 
the schools of this Society since 1816, notwithstanding the progress of the system 
throughout the country, and the universal acknowledgment of its great utility and 
excellence. The Committee beg leave to state that there is the most urgent neces- 
sity for the active exertions of every one capable of aiding this cause, and particu- 
larly to cali upon the ministers of the Gospel to confer upon it the benefit of their 
personal influence and attention. Those ministers who have taken an active in- 
terest in the schools connected with their congregations, have witnessed the most 
satisfactory and encouraging results. The schools have aided their pastoral labours, 
and proved rich nurseries to their Churches. 

The Visiting Committee have been indefatigable in their attention te the schools, 
during the past year, and have rendered the most important services to the cause in 
which the Society is engaged. The usual course of instruction and discipline has 
been pursued by the superintendents and teachers; and in every part of the systesn 
the ordinary measures have been continued. 


(To be continued.¥ 
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OBITUARY. 


Diep, in Bridgehampton, L.I. April 2d, after a short illness of one 
week, the Rev. Aaron Woo.worth, D. D. Pastor of the Church in that 
place, in the 58th year of his age, and the 35th of his ministry. In the 
death of this eminent servant of the Lord, his wife is called to mourn 
the loss of an affectionate husband, his children of a tender parent, the 
church of a faithful minister, and society of one of its most valuable mem- 
bers. 

During the illness which terminated the life of this good man, he en- 
joyed his reason undisturbed nearly to the last hour ; and manifested all 
that calmness and serenity of mind, all that confidence in God, and hum- 
ble resignation to his will, which the religion of the gospel inspires. 

Owing to the extreme debility of his lungs he was able to converse but 
little. His heart however was full, and breaking forth in whispering ac- 
cents, he often assured his friends, who stood by his bed, that he now ex- 
perienced the supporting power of that grace which he had so long 
preached to others. Death to him brought no terrors. He viewed it 
with a tranquil smile indicating that all within was peace, and that death 
to him was only “ the gate to endless joy.” 

In this happy frame of mind, he closed his eyes on time and things, 
and sweetly fell asleep in Christ, without a struggle, and without a 


groan. 
‘¢ Hear what the voice from heav’n proclaims 


For all the pious dead ! 
Sweet is the savour of their names, 
And soft their sleeping bed. 


They die in Jesus, and are blest ; 

How kind their slumbers are! 

From sufferings and from sins released, 
And freed from every snare. 


Far from this world of toil and strife, 
They’re present with the Lord ; 

The labours of their mortal life 

End in a large reward.” 


To the people of his charge Doctor Woolworth bore the strongest 
#ffection.—The welfare of his flock was near his heart, and lay with 
so much weight upon his mind in his last sickness, that he said to his 
Physician, “if I have any wish to live, it is because I may perhaps at 
this time be of some use to my dear people.” 

Doctor Woolworth possessed a strong and an improved mind, a feel- 
ing and benevolent heart.—He rejoiced with them that rejoiced, and 
wept with them that wept.—He was a kind neighbour, and a true 
friend.—His house was the residence of hospitality; and the stranger 
when he entered his doors found himself at home. 

To the poor he was charitable and attentive—As a gospel Minister 
he was devoted to his work.—He was instant in season and out of sea- 
son; and was willing to spend and be spent in the service of his Master. 
To this neighbouring congregations as well as his own can bear witness. 
On the 25th of March he delivered two sermons and administered the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s supper to his Church for the last time. While 
breaking the bread of life he spoke with unusual solemnity and feeling, 
and seemed deeply impressed with a sense of eternal things.—He was 
faithful unto death, and has gone to receive the Crown of Lite. 
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Che Scamas (Magaine. 


They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. — They cry unto thé Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.—Psalms. 




















BETHEL UNION. 


Our excellent friend and correspondent, the Rev. G. C. Smith, of Penzance, Eng- 
tand, has furnished us with a copy of the ** First Report of the British and Foreign 
SEAMAN’S FRIEND SOCIETY AND BETHEL UNION,” presented at their anniver- 
sary meeting in November last, from which we shall copy a few extracts, which will 
give a summary view of the rise and rapid progress of religion among Seamen in 
the ports of Great Britain. 


Tn the year 1800, the moral and religious condition of the marine po- 
pulation of Great Britain was most deplorable ; many officers and sea- 
men now living, both of the naval and merchant service, can recollect, 
with the strongest emotions of regret, that, at that time, “ Darkness co- 
vered our ships, and gross darkness our sailors.” ‘They were indeed 
* without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenant of promise; having no hope, and without 
God in the world.” A man of war was proverbial for every kind of 
wickedness, and a sailor was but another name for a guilty lawless being, 
neglected by man, and apparently abandoned by God ; ‘‘ given up to his 
own heart’s lusts, to work all uncleanness with greediness ;” his places of 
resort on shore were, alas! infinitely more fatal “ than winds, or seas, 
or storms ;” where thousands and tens of thousands have made ship- 
wreck of body and soul, and from whence they had been hurried, unpre- 
pared, to meet an angry God. 

Exceedingly faint were the rays which relieved this melancholy gloom, 
and few, very few, were those who, “ plucked as brands from the burn- 
ing,” lived to * glorify God in their bodies and spirits, which were his.” 
A captain Torial Joss had indeed quitted the sea, and preached for Mr. 
Whitfield, at Tabernacle and Tottenham Court Chapels. A Samuel 
Medley had been rescued by Divine grace, after a long servitude in the 
Royal Navy, and established as a preacher of righteousness among the 
Baptists at Liverpool ; and a John Newton had been graciously delivered 
from the slavery of Africa, and the iniquitous trade of Guinea, and had 
been raised by Divine Providence to the ministry of Salvation at St. 
Mary’s Woolnoth Church, Lombard-street. 

It was natural to suppose that the holy fires of Christian zeal, kindled 
in Great Britain, would extend to her fleets and armies, and that the 
tribe of Zebulon, “ Tae Mariners’ TriBe,” as Isaiah predicted, “ should 
see a great light.” This is a fact sufficiently notorious to many pious 
and respectable families in this nation, and it was during the last war that 
a Minister of Jesus Christ discovered religious officers and seamen in 
nearly 80 ships of war; and, encouraged by several pious gentlemen, 
whose names are endeared with gratitude to the hearts of Christian Sai- 
lors, as the late Wm. H——, Esq. of Fleet-street ; the Rev. 5, G, for- 
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merly of Newport Paguel; the late Rev. Andrew Fuller, of Kettering ; 
an eminently useful Lady of Portsmouth; Dr. 5. of Edinburgh, and 
other respectable Friends in Scotland, he maintained a regular corres- 
pondence with those ships in all parts of the world, and assisted them by 
various methods to promote religion, and frequently published their cor- 
respondence in different popular works. The labours also of the Rev. 
Mr. Griffin, of Portsea, with one or two chaplains in the navy, and the 
exertions of other Ministers in seaport towns, in connexion with Bible, 
Tract, and School Societies, had produced a wonderful reformation 
among officers and seamen, both in the naval and merchant service. To 
which may be added, the generous and persevering efforts of religious 
fathers, mothers, wives, daughters, brothers, sisters, and friends. 

The frequent correspondence of such endeared relations and connex- 
ions was singularly blessed among captains and seamen, and while it 
strengthened them to repel the torrents of marine depravity, it encou- 
raged them unhesitatingly to avow themselves on the Lord’s side. The 
year 1815 arrived, and the blessings of peace were again restored. 

Considerable progress had been made in the navy towards the prin- 
ciples of Christian faith, and many respectable persons from that pro- 
fession became now eminently useful on shore. ‘The increased labours 
of Ministers and Religious Societies in every seaport had also produced 
a visible change ameng our merchant seamen, and hopes were fervently 
excited that the peace would facilitate the access of ministerial labours, 
and open channels hitherto unknown for the introduction of the Gospel 
among them. Such hopes have been fully realized; officers and sea- 
men scattered throughout the kingdom have been induced to attend an 
evangelical Ministry, both in the Establishment and among Dissenters ; 
they have in consequence become decidedly religious. While others, 
who when at sea were only “ babes” or “ young men” in the school of 
Christ, as the Apostle expresses it, have, with increased privileges and 
instruction, become “ fathers in the Christian Church, counting all 
things loss for the excellency of the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

From this rapid outline of the rise and progress of religion among 
British Seamen, sufficient ideas may be gathered to form a general opi- 
nion of the materials Jehovah had, in boundless mercy, been preparing 
for the present day of Christian exertion among this invaluable class of 
our countrymen. 

Still there was no Institution, with the exception of Bible Societies, 
that professed to regard the spiritual interests of Seamen, and conduct 
them to everlasting glory. But the time, “ yea, even the set time,” to 
favour sailors, was now come, and the means by which the public atten- 
tion was first awakened to this subject are too humble and too interest- 
ing not to deserve special notice in a Report of the Bethel Union. A 
very plain but promising beginning had been made to establish Prayer- 
meetings in a few ships by an obscure individual at Rotherhithe, and 
this effort was abundantly encouraged and promoted by Samuel Jen- 
nings, Esq. a respectable merchant at Rotherhithe. This gentleman, 
who is a zealous member and local preacher of the Wesleyan connex 
ion, may be indeed regarded as a pattern of the religious exertions now 
making among seamen. His exemplary zeal—his independent spirit— 
his early Sabbath meetings—his judicious classification of masters and 
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seamen—and his paternal attention to their temporal and spiritual ne- 
cessities—can never be forgotten in an historical detail of Bethel exer- 
tons. 

Nor can it be just to pass by the labours of several masters of vessels 
in the coasting trade from the North of England, who solemnly conse- 
crated all their energies, in union with our friends at Rotherhithe, to es- 
tablish Prayer-meetings from ship to ship, in the year 18173 and first 
hoisted a flag with the word Bethel in it, as a signal for Divine service 
on board. 

In the month of May, the same year, a kind of providential circum- 
stance brought a person, whose business is on the Thames, acquainted 
with the event, who embraced the earliest opportunity of communica- 
ting it to the Minister who corresponded with the Navy during the last 
war. 

Delighted with such lovely appearances of piety, those Christian 
friends united all their talents, influence, and exertions, to encourage 
ship preaching and devotional engagements of extemporaneous prayer. 
‘The Almighty condescended to bless their varied efforts to promote his 
glory among seamen. Ships were seen crowded with attentive hearers ; 
the spirit of prayer mightily increased, and regular meetings were now 
established, in the Upper Pool, near London Bridge, under the Bethel 
Flag. 

The subject of ship preaching was partially brought before the public, 
and general approbation succeeded. Very early in those proceedings 
the idea of a Ship Church, or Floating Chapel, had occurred; and, for 
three months successively, the Minister and his friends laboured to pro- 
mote such a plan, and interest every one they possiby could in this im- 
portant object. The smile of Heaven again crowned their exertions 
with success, and a kind and gracious Providence directed their steps to 
the highly-respected Treasurer of the Port of London Society; under 
whose auspices arose that valuable Institution, and, by whose kind 
attention, the British Ark now floats on the River Thames. “ Peace,” 
celestial “ Peace, be within her walls,” and the most abundant “ pros- 
perity within this palace” of the Lord Jesus. “ Pray for peace; they 
shall prosper who love her. For our brethren and companions’ sake, we 
will now say peace be within her; because of the House of the Lord our 
God, we will seek her good.” Inthe summer of 1818 the Christian 
public hailed this sacred establishment, and every succeeding month has 
justified the measures adopted, and proved the vast importance of such a 
vessel for Divine worship on the River Thames.—( To be continued.) 





NEW-YORK MARINE BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Fifth Annual Report, read at the Anniversary Meeting, 11th April, 
1821. 


Tue Managers of the New-York Marine Bible Society congratulate 
Hs members and friends, on the return of another anniversary. They 
rejoice to meet an assembly of seamen and friends of seamen, whom 
they can address as friends of the Bible. The Lord be praised for his 
preserving goodness to those who have traversed the seas; that he has 
delivered them from the fury of storms, and brought them to the port 
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again; and that seamen and landsmen are met together in mutual good 
will, to unite their efforts for the further spread of the word of Gop. 

It would give the Managers the highest satisfaction to be able to report, 
as the history of the past year, that every ship sailing from New-York, 
had been well supplied with Bibles ; and that seamen, and the friends of 
seamen, had come forward, with cheerfulness and generosity, to aid the 
funds. They will, however, report the truth; and, while they exhibit . 
the encouragements, will endeavour tg make as evident as possible the 
necessity of livelier zeal and greater e érts. 

The Managers have distributed, in the past year, 315 Bibles, making 
the whole number distributed by this Society since its formation, 3551 
Bibles, and 200 Testaments. Two hundred and fifty have been received 
from the American Bible Society, (besides an additional donation of 300 
Bibles and 200 Testaments, which has just been made for future dispo- 
sal.) One hundred dollars only, the Managers regret to say, is all the 
return they have been able to make for these supplies. Few donations 
and subscriptions have been received. One, however, particularly de- 
serves to be mentioned as an example of one means of promoting the 
funds. ‘The passengers on board the Empress, on a recent voyage to 
Charleston, by a united contribution, made the whole crew members of 
the Society. 

The distribution of the Bible, though partial, has not been in vain. 
Wherever the providence of God sends if, it carries with it the unfailing 
promise, that it shall not return void. It has been made, and will doubt- 
less continue to be made, even in the midst of the ocean, the power of 
God unto salvation. 

More than forty shipmasters of this city have voluntarily given their 
opinion, that the spread of the Bible among seamen has made many of 
them better men, and that its good effects are daily increasing. Few 
captains are now willing to go to sea without Bibles. One who was 
unwilling to receive the Bible on board his ship, and was altogether 
opposed to the Society, now calls it one of the best institutions in the 
world; and hopes that, by means of the Bible, he has become a new 
creature in Christ Jesus. He now devotes a regular season to religious 
exercises on board his ship, and sees, in the wonders of the sea, the 
power, and wisdom, and goodness of God. 

In a voyage on board the schooner Logan, Captain Holmes, to Cur- 
racoa, after passing the Hook, the Captain gave to each watch a Bible, 
requesting them to read it. They received it with indifference. A few 
nights afterwards, as he was walking the deck, he saw one of the most 
hardened of the men on his knees in prayer, under the lee of the long- 
boat. After seeing this for several nights, the Captain conversed with 
him, and found him concerned about his soul: “ When and how did 
you receive these feelings?” “ By reading the Bible which you gave 
us.” This man shortly after became a bold believer, exhorted his ship- 
mates, lived before them a new life, and, on his return from sea, having 
been found steadfast in obeying the Gospel, he was received into com- 
munion with the church in this city, under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
Mr. Williams. ‘The crew to which he belonged were much improved. 

A seaman, not many weeks ago, came to his owner, to tell him the 
circumstances of the wreck of the ship from which he had escaped, 
saying that he had saved nothing but his Bible. To its blessed truth, we. 
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trust, his mind was directed in the hour of his peril, and he took it with 
him as his best friend. . 

Other instances might be mentioned, to prove that the members of 
the Marine Bible Society are not occupied in a fruitless labour. Nor 
is it to be supposed, that the blessed effects of the circulation of the Bible 
among seamen, have all come to our knowledge. Those who have 
laboured in the glorious work, have a right to hope, that of the hundreds 
who have received the Bible, many may have been reformed from their 
evil habits, and made sons of God, whose names and history they know 
not ; and that, already, while dying in foreign lands, sinking in the ocean, 
or starving on the wreck, many, whose history will not be known until 
they are seen in heaven, have placed all their faith and hope on the 
Saviour. 

While the Board of Managers rejoice that any instances of blessing 
have attended the exertions of this Society, and deplore that its useful- 
ness is still limited, they rejoice that there are other labourers in the 
same cause. During the past year, Marine Bible Societies, auxiliary to 
the American Bible Society, have been formed in nearly all the ports to 
the eastward of New-York. By the generosity of the American Bible 
Society, and by the care and attention of the Secretary of the Navy, ar- 
rangements have been lately made for supplying the seamen of the 
Navy. ‘The Bibles destined for this purpose, are, by the direction of 
the Secretary, to be covered with canvass, and thus furnished to the 
men, who have the option of returning them in good condition, or of 
having them deducted from their wages. 

While other Societies are making these exertions, the Board believe 
that many generous-hearted seamen will be pained at the fact, that the 
Managers have paid so small a sum to the Parent Society. And they 
cannot forbear to express their regret, that even aside from the co-ope- 
ration of seamen, a great mercantile community should be so deficient in 
seeking the interests of the immortals whom they employ ; that if the 
Bible had been circulated, only in proportion to the funds furnished, 
there must have been not more than 150 Bibles distributed among the 
thousands of seamen, who, in a whole year, have visited the port of 
New-York. 

They call upon seamen and their friends, (and who shall be the sea- 
man’s friend, unless the merchant who employs him ?) to use their exer- 
tions in future, that the Marine Bible Society of New-York may be 
able to distribute, at its own charges, not 150 Bibles, but as many as 
the necessities of seamen require ; and even, if possible, to afford some 
assistance to the larger plans of the American Bible Society. 

The managers especially ask a more full and general co-operation of 
seamen themselves. They are anxious to number thousands as the 
members of this Society. ‘They do not consider the Marine Bible So- 
ciety so much a Bible Society for seamen, as a Bible Society of sea- 
men. Its design is, not so much to give the Bible to them, as to aid 
them in giving it to one another. It is, in truth, a Society of seamen, 
aided by their friends, engaged to spread the Bible among their own 
brotherhood, and as far as possible even beyond it, in the world. If 
there be seamen who have nothing to spare from their earnings, their 
comrades and friends offer them the Bible, and they beg them to come 
and receive a gift, which, if they improve it aright, shall make them for 
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ever rich. Those who can afford to pay the mere cost of printing and 
binding, may purchase Of the Marine Bible Society, for less than a dol- 
far, a property which will, if rightly improved, make them kings and 
princes for ever. And those who feel for their poor careless shipmates 
and comrades, may come and be members of this excellent Society ; and 
even if they can give no more than seventy-five cents a year, may send 
them a blessing, which is better than to save them from starving on a 
wreck, or sinking in the sea; which shall bring many of their weather- 
beaten and shipwrecked comrades, safe to the Port of Heaven at last. 





Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Joskru Eastsurn, to the 
Editor, dated 
Philadelphia, May 25, 1821. 

Dear Sir,—TI rejoice to have all the information you can afford respect- 
ing the mariners, as I am engaged in trying to promote their spiritual 
benefit, as the Lord may be pleased to enable me, and humbly hope it 
has not been altogether in vain. They have been too long neglected, but I 
hope the set time to favour them isnow coming, when Europe and America 
unite in promoting their best interest ; and may the Lord crown every 
attempt with his special blessing for their salvation. f rejoice to learn 
that so much is doing for them with you, and that you have a good 
place of worship for them, and that so many do seriously attend. We 
have to lament the want of such a place, nor do I see any prospect of 
obtaining one soon, but would not forget the favour of having an humble 
place, which we hope the Lord has owned as his house and the gate of 
heaven. It is a large sail-loft, which those who have counted do say 
holds seven hundred, and. commonly crowded. It is near the shore. We 
have a flag to denote the place, with “ Mariners’ Church” on it, and 
have constant worship morning and afternoon every Lord’s day. The 
seamen are pleased with calling it their church, and when going to sea, 
they send their requests to be remembered in prayer by their church 
all their voyage out. Many masters and whole crews sign their names, 
which are publicly read in the meeting; and they write many in- 
teresting letters, showing their attachment to the church, and thankful- 
ness for the attention that has been paid to them. 

I have six parts of the Boatswain’s Mate, of which I often read a 
part at the close of speaking, and make remarks upon it, which has 
greatly interested the audience. I understand a seventh has been pub- 
lished in London, and perhaps more, whieh I should be glad to receive. 
It being in the true seaman’s style pleases them much, as any thing 
of that kind does. I would now mention what has been partly publish- 
ed here, but little known; that a seaman came to my house one evening 
in an humble manner to ask for a Bible. He said he had been cast 
away and lost all he had, or he would not ask it as a gift, but if the 
Lord would preserve him to return, and he should have it in his power, 
he would return sevenfold for it; and said, “ I have brought a shipmate 
with me, in the same circumstances, that wishes also to have one.” 
Being told they should both be supplied, he then said, “ I have attended 
the Mariners’ Church ever since I came into port, and you gave me a 
tract about one Jack Covey, who had his legs shot away while he was 
swearing. It brought tomy mind my own wicked conduct, which I 
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will now confess to you. I was handing sail in a gale of wind ; the sail 
flapped much; when I, in a wicked passion, called upon God to damn 
my eyes. At that instant the end of a rope struck the ball of my right 
eye, and blasted it, and I never could see out of it since”—showing his 
eye at the same time. “ Now I think how easily the Lord could have 
sent my soul to hell; but I never considered it until I came to the 
Mariners’ Church.” They both received Bibles, and I have not heard 
of them since. 

While writing this, a poor sailor came to give me a dollar, as his 
minister. I told him I did not choose to receive any money for my ser- 
vices among them. He then said, “let it go to the good of the Mari- 
ners’ Church.” I offered him a large type Bible, but he said he could 
not accept it until he could pay for it. In conversing with him he was 
deeply affected, and wept much. He was sober and sensible. 

We have had a prayer meeting on board a brig, since the one you 
have mentioned in your magazine, which was very interesting. A cap- 
tain, that had hid in a corner of the cabin, just as we were dismissing, 
said, “my heart has been warmed with this meeting,” and then gave an 
account of his experience, and prayed fervently. Another captain said 
he was sorry he could not invite us to hold a meeting in his ship on ac- 
count of the sentiments of his owner; but if we would please to accept 
of his house instead of the ship, he would invite his fellow seamen to 
attend; which we intend to do before he sails. The captain on board 
of whose vessel we had the last prayer meeting, writes from the Capes, 
“Tam now discharging my pilot, and may the great Pilot conduct us 
over the. great sea, and may every seaman be directed by the compass 
of God’s holy word, and every sailor’s heart be touched by the load- 
stone of his grace. Pray for us all. Every man on board has signed 
his name below.” Another master sends his “ request to be remembered, 
and all his crew, in the Mariners’ Church, all their voyage, hoping that 
immortal praise may be sung for the opening of that place, and that it al- 
ways may be the house of God. The benefit I have received there makes 
such a change in my mind, I cannot describe.-—There my burden was 
removed.” Another said he “ would not part with what he had received 
there for all Philadelphia.” Some of the seamen’s wives have become 
very serious, and often weep much in time of worship. Commodore 
Dale attends with us almost every Lord’s day, and says, when he sees them 
and the sailors weeping, he cannot refrain weeping himself. We 
have a weekly prayer meeting near the shore for them, which is well 
attended, beside other places where they find I go to society. 

I should be pleased, if I could leave my flock, and my infirmity of 
age would permit, to visit your place, and see your order; but I must 
content myself at home. And may the Lord make me faithful unto the 
end, and useful to those to whom he is pleased to send me. I shall be 
much obliged to you to send me any accounts that may be useful, of 
your progress. And do pray for a poor, almost worn-out labourer, and 
for the changing congregation that he has often to address. And may 
he bless and prosper your endeavours, and all others who are trying to 
promote the Redeemer’s kingdom, and the salvation of poor sinners. 

With sincere respect, yours in the best bonds, 


JOSEPH EASTBURN. 
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From the London Sailors’ Magazine. 


THE HARLOTS SILENCED. 


“¢ We had the meeting last Friday in the Jubilee’s hold. The sailors had taken @ 
great deal of pains and trouble (with much pleasure the Captain said) in fitting upa 
Chapel. They were taking in the cargo, and to accommodate us, they had stowed 
hogsheads up in the wings, and covered them over with sails, that it looked like a 
little amphitheatre. Many sailors were there, and we generally now have female 
friends. Captain B. told me, that he had eight passengers from Plymouth this voy- 
age. One wasa sailor, belonging to a man of war brig, that put into Plymouth from 
India, and sailed from thence to Deptford to be paid off, leaving Jack behind. The 
other seven were prostitutes of the most depraved sort, following the brig, to be pre- 
sent when paid off. Captain B. said they were no sooner under weigh, than he was 
so annoyed with their horrid blasphemies and obscenity, that he told them if they 
did not desist, he would put into the next port, and relandthem. ‘They laughed at 
hina, and proceeded in the old way—he at last asked if any of them would read, and 
finding they would, he said if they would be quiet, he would lend them a little ’pook 
or two to amuse them. He handed out the Swearer’s Prayer, Young Cottager, and 
two or three other Tracts, which they read while seated. round the cabouse, and they 
had the desired effect: he did not hear a single oath or obscene word all the voyage 
afterwards, and one of the women was melted down so, that she declared she would 
give over the abandoned life she had been going on in for many years, as soon as she 
arrived in London. She was frequently in tears, and, Captain B. says, there was 
every sign of real repentance. The whole party were reading the Tracts for hours 
every morning and evening, and at morning and evening worship in the cabin, they 
used to listen at the head of the companion ladder. Who can tell the good that 
inay arise from this !—many will be found in Heaven through religious Tracts being 
given in this casual way.—May not this bread cast upon the waters be found after 


many days?” 





From the Same. 
MY FATHER’S AT THE HELM. 


*T was when the seas with awful roar Christian, from him be daily taught 
A little Bark assail’d, To check thy groundless fear; 

And pallid fear’s distracting pow’r Think on the wonders he has wrought, 
O’er each on board prevail’d, Jehovah's ever near. 

Save one, the Captain’s darling child, Safe in his hand and happy lay, 
Who steadfast view'd the storm ; Tho’ swelling surges rise, 

And cheerful, with composure smil’d He’ll turn thy darkness into day, 
At danger’s threat’ning form. And clear thy gloomy skies.- 

‘* Why sporting thus,”—a Seamancried, Still upward look, howe’er distress’¢, 
“¢ While terrors overwhelin ?” Till Jesus bring thee home 
‘* Why yield to fear?” the boy replied— To the fair port of endless-rest, 
‘¢ My Father’s atthe helm.” Where tempests never come. 

— 


BETHEL FLAG. 


THE elegant “ Bethel Flag,” presented by the Bethel Union of London to the 
Port Society here, will be hoisted on the Mariner’s Church, Roosevelt-street, TO- 
MORROW MORNING, as a signal for divine worship. Three sermons, it is ex- 
pected, will be preached on the occasion, and collections taken up in aid of the So- 
ciety’s funds. 

We have room for but one remark—the utmost extent of liberality which the 
friends of seamen can show on this occasion will only be commensurate with thei: 
obligation, and the wants of the Society. 





TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


THE obituary of *“ Mrs. S.” in our next. We are again obliged to apologize fo» 
the further delay of several articles which have been received, and others prepared 
for this number. We have devoted a larger number of pages to the Seaman’s Ma- 
gazine than we intend generally to do, but the intelligence which occupies it ts such 
as was formerly published inthe Herald, and such as we feel sure will be interest- 
ing to the friends of the Redeemer’s cause. 
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